
 
 

Are you passionate about using health research to make a real difference? Do you ever wonder how 

to turn that research into tangible policy change?  If so, you don't want to miss this exciting webinar: 

Engaging Policymakers in Health Research, organized by the DS-I Africa Partnerships and Outreach 

Working Group.    

 

This webinar is open to the public or anyone interested. 

 

In this webinar, you'll:   

• Discover effective strategies for communicating research findings to policymakers   

• Learn key approaches to translating health research into policy action 

• Learn from experts with experience in bridging the research-policy gap based on case studies.  

• Gain valuable insights on how to advocate for evidence-based health policies.  

• Connect with like-minded professionals and share your experiences.   

  

Whether you're a researcher, healthcare worker, advocate, or someone who cares about improving 

health outcomes, this webinar is for you!   

  

Date: Monday, August 19 @ 3 pm CAT 

  

Registration: https://redcap.h3abionet.org/redcap/surveys/?s=WY3TWRHDD7X7EN8R 

  

P.S. Share this invitation with anyone who might be interested!  

  

Speakers: 

 

Professor Julie Makani 

Professor Julie Makani is a Physician Scientist in the Department of Haematology and Blood Transfusion 

at Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences (MUHAS) www.muhas.ac.tz and Provost Visiting 

Professor at Imperial College London https://www.imperial.ac.uk/people/j.makani. Tanzania 

established, in 2003, one of the world’s largest single-center cohorts for sickle cell disease at Muhimbili 

National Hospital (MNH) https://www.mnh.or.tz, in a programme, CHARTA, that integrates 

https://redcap.h3abionet.org/redcap/surveys/?s=WY3TWRHDD7X7EN8R
http://www.muhas.ac.tz/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/people/j.makani
https://www.mnh.or.tz/


coordination, health, advocacy, research and training in Africa. Prof Makani serves as Principal 

Investigator of the Sickle Cell programme in MUHAS and Sickle Pan African Research Consortium 

(SPARCO) Clinical Coordinating Centre (CCC) within the SicklelnAfrica network 

http://www.sickleinafrica.org/. She is the Site Principal Investigator for MUHAS for H3ABioNet 

https://www.h3abionet.org/ Co-Principal Investigator SickleGenAfrica. Her work aims to use sickle cell 

disease as a model to establish scientific and healthcare solutions in Africa, that are locally relevant 

and globally significant. The approach integrates public health interventions with genomics including 

gene therapy to improve health and cure sickle cell disease. 

 

Professor Makani (MD, PhD, FRCP, FTAAS) trained in Medicine (Tanzania), specialized in Internal 

Medicine (UK), and completed her PhD in clinical epidemiology of sickle cell disease (UK). She was a 

Wellcome Trust Research Fellow [Training 2003 – 2009; Intermediate 2012 - 2017], Tutu Leadership Fellow 

(2009) www.alinstitute.org and Honorary Visiting Research Fellow, University of Oxford (2003 - 2016). She 

received the 2011 Royal Society Africa Award http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sd17odE1YLs on the 

application of genomic research to improve health and find a cure for sickle cell disease. She is a 

Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of UK and Fellow of the Tanzania Academy of Sciences. 

 

Professor Babatunde Lawal Salako 

Babatunde Lawal Salako is a seasoned physician, teacher, researcher, and administrator. He is a 

Professor of Medicine at the College of Medicine, University of Ibadan and currently the Director-

General of the Nigerian Institute of Medical Research, Yaba Lagos. He obtained a Bachelor’s degree 

in Medicine and Surgery (MBBS) from the University of Ibadan in 1986. Further, he became a West 

African College of Physicians Fellow in 1994. He has been involved with medicine academically and 

professionally, he was at various times the Head of the Department of Medicine, and Provost of the 

College of Medicine, at the University of Ibadan. He is a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of 

Edinburgh and London. His research interest is chronic kidney diseases and hypertension. 

Professor Salako represents Nigeria on the General Assembly of the European and Developing Country 

Clinical Trial Partnership (EDCTP) and was a member of the WHO/TDR Joint Coordinating Board/TDR 

Standing Committee. He chaired the Disease Endemic Country Committee of the TDR Joint 

Coordinating Board for 2 years and he is currently a member of the WHO Editorial Board on 

Strengthening R&D System in local vaccine production. He has also been a Temporary Adviser to the 

WHO on several occasions. 

 

Professor Salako was appointed Foundation Fellow of the Nigerian Academy of Medicine (FNAMed) in 

2019, Fellow Nigerian Academy of Science (FAS) in February 2020 and Fellow of the Nigerian 

Association of Nephrology in February 2022. He was the Chairman National Health Research 

Committee and Chairman National COVID-19 Research Coalition for two years. He is a member of the 

Tetfund Research and Development Standing Committee and the Board of Experts of the CBN Health 

Sector Research and Development Innovation Scheme. He has to his credit over 200 journal articles in 

both local and international journals including two books, one on nephrology for laypersons and the 

other his autobiography. 
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Mrs Drudeisha Madhub 

Data Protection Commissioner (Republic of Mauritius) 

Mrs Drudeisha Madhub was appointed Data Protection Commissioner of the Data Protection Office of 

Mauritius since August 2007. Prior to her appointment, she was Senior State Counsel at the Attorney 

General's Office for six and a half years. She is a respected member of various international networks 

such as: Association Francophone des Autorités de Protection des Données Personelles (AFAPDP), 

Réseau Africain des Autorités de Protection des Données Personelles (RAAPDP), Global Privacy 

Enforcement Network (GPEN), Common Thread Network (CTN), the Council of Europe, and United 

Nations Global Pulse. She was appointed as data protection and human rights expert by Interpol and 

a member of the Commission for the Control of Interpol’s Files from 2011 to 2018 with the specific 

function of judging data protection and human rights issues in Interpol’s cases. 

 

Mrs Madhub was appointed UN Emeritus expert, joining the UN Global Pulse Data Advisory Group in 

2014 to provide expert advice on data protection. 

Moreover, she has published various articles in international journals and guidelines on data protection 

which are available on the website of the Data Protection Office at the following URL: 

http://dataprotection.govmu.org/English/Publications/Pages/Publications.aspx. 

She is the author of the book ‘THE COSMOS WITHIN MY SOUL CAPTURED’:- A COMPILATION OF 152 

QUOTES AND POEMS. 

 

http://dataprotection.govmu.org/English/Publications/Pages/Publications.aspx

