
Programme
6th WOMEN IN 
SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM
Women in Science Leadership – 
A New Era for Sustainability 

7 August 2024 

OPENING SESSION: Dr Rakeshnie Ramoutar-Prieschl
09:30 – 10:00 Arrival and registration 
10:00 – 10:05 Welcome Dr Rakeshnie Ramoutar-Prieschl 

Head: Research Capacity Development, University of Pretoria
(Acting DDG: Department of Science and Innovation)

10:05 – 10:20 Opening remarks 
University of Pretoria Drives Sustainable and Equitable Development

Prof Themba Mosia
Interim Vice-Chancellor and Principal, University of Pretoria

10:20 – 11:00 Keynote address
Socioeconomic Impact of Inclusive Leadership

Prof Quarraisha Abdool Karim
Co-founder and Associate Scientific Director of CAPRISA, and 
Pro-Vice Chancellor for African Health at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal

11:00 – 11:30 Discussion 
11:30 – 12:00 BREAK
SESSION 1 MODERATOR: Prof Inger Fabris-Rotelli / Theme: The Future We Want – The Future We Need!
12:00 – 12:05 Introductory remarks Prof Inger Fabris-Rotelli

Department of Statistics and Exceptional Young Achiever in 2023, 
University of Pretoria

12:05 – 12:15 Expanding the Pool of Talent for the Future We Want Ms Thotloetso Matlala 
Head Girl – Tuks High School, University of Pretoria

12:15 – 12:25 Facilitating Full and Equal Access to Opportunities in STEM Ms Dia Singh
First-year student: Natural and Agricultural Sciences, University of 
Pretoria

12:25 – 12:35 Gender Parity for Sustainable Development Ms Khanyisile (Khanyi) Mahlangu
Chairperson: UP Temporary Student Committee, 
University of Pretoria

12:35 – 13:05 Discussion
13:05 - 13:50 BREAK
SESSION 2 MODERATOR: Prof Loretta Feris / Theme: Future-Fitting Tomorrow’s Leaders: Driving Towards a Diverse, Equitable and 
Inclusive Workforce
13:50 - 13:55 Introductory remarks Prof Loretta Feris

Vice-Principal: Academic, University of Pretoria

13:55 - 14:15 Social Media as an Equaliser for Women in Science and 
Higher Education

Ms Thembi Tlale
Deputy Director: Marketing and Communication, Department of 
Institutional Advancement, University of Pretoria

14:15 - 14:35 The African Context: Organization for Women in Science in the 
Developing World

Dr Caroline Pule
Chair: The Organization for Women in Science for the Developing 
World (OWSD)

14:35 - 14:55 Driving Towards a Diverse, Equitable and Inclusive Engineering and 
Technology Workforce

Dr Bridget Ssamula
CEO: Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA), UP alumnus and 
former staff member

14:55 - 15:25 Discussion
15:25 - 15:55 BREAK
CLOSING SESSION
15:55 - 16:10 High-level summary of the day’s deliberations: Recommendations 

for increasing women’s leadership in science
Ms Wendy Adams
Research Capacity Development, University of Pretoria

16:10 - 16:25 Vote of thanks Prof Sunil Maharaj
Vice-Principal: Research, Innovation and Postgraduate Education, 
University of Pretoria

16:25 - 17:00 Closing remarks Prof Themba Mosia
Interim Vice-Chancellor and Principal, University of Pretoria

17:00 - 18:30 Cocktail event
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