
AI and Big Data:
Ethical Dilemmas in 
Modern Research

Wits  SARIMA Carnegie Global Ethics Day

Date: Tuesday, 6 August 2024
Time: 14:00 – 17:00

The Wits Research Integrity Offi  ce along with SARIMA Community of Practice in Research Ethics and Integrity 
and Carnegie will be hosting its annual Ethics Colloquium which this year discusses some key ethical dilemmas 
in modern research due to the rapid developments of AI and big data. Some short presentations will be made 
from colleagues from diverse research fi elds, but who all have interests in research ethics and integrity. If time 
permits, an open discussion forum on some of these ethical dilemmas in research in an African and global 
context will be held. All colleagues and students from across the university and externally are welcome to 
attend the Wits SARIMA Carnegie Global Ethics Day 2024 and to participate in the open discussion forum.

RSVP HERE BY 5 AUGUST

The event joining link will be sent once the RSVP has been received.

Enquiries: eleni.fl ack-davison@wits.ac.za or mokgaetsi.madubanya@wits.ac.za

PROGRAMME

Time Topics Institution Presenter

14:00 – 14:10 Welcome / Introduction Wits DVC: R&I Prof. Lynn Morris

14:10 – 14:20 Brief Outline of Wits Ethics and Integrity Wits Head: Research Integrity Offi  ce / Research 
Compliance Offi  cer / Legal Adviser Ms. Eleni Flack-Davison

14:20 –  14:55 Ethical Issues in the Development and Use of 
Immersive Technologies

Center for Medical Ethics, University of Oslo: Professor 
of Research Ethics and Research Integrity and 
University of South-Eastern Norway Adjunct Professor 
of Medical Research Ethics

Prof. Rosemarie Bernabe

14:55 – 15:15 Bias and Fairness in Digital Innovation and AI 
Driven Neuroscience Wits NeuRL Dr Sahba Besharati

15:15 – 15:30 Researchers and Ethical Use of Generative AI Wits CLM: Teaching and Learning Unit Dr Greig Krull and Marike 
Kluyts

15:30 – 15:45 AI in Research: The Need for Transparency, 
Caution, and Regulation Wits Steve Biko Centre for Bioethics: Director Prof. Kevin Behrans

15:45 – 15:50 Comfort Break

15:50 – 16:10 Does (G)AI Introduce a New Challenge to Ethics 
and Science?

King Abdullah University of Science and Technology: 
Senior Research Compliance Specialist / SARIMA 
Community of Practice for Ethics and Integrity

Mr Sidney Engelbrecht

16:10 – 16:25 A Little About A Lot Wits School of Mechanical, Industrial and Aeronautical 
Engineering Dr Lorraine Doherty

16:25 – 16:40 Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in the Age of AI: 
Preserving Academic Integrity and Authenticity

University of the Western Cape:  Prosecutor / Legal 
Advisor Ms Susa van Dyk

16:40 – 16:45 Open Discussion and Closure Wits Head: Research Integrity Offi  ce / Research 
Compliance Offi  cer / Legal Adviser Ms Eleni Flack-Davison 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlcOyqrTorHNEARWmmK7xqrdQPJ04SCxDi#/registration

