
ASSAf’s Scholarly Publishing Unit

cordially invites you to 

The second webinar in the series on polemics in Artificial Intelligence (AI)

"Large Language Models (LLMs): Smart Work or Academic Doping?“

LLMs are transforming academic research and publishing by significantly increasing scholars' productivity. A 2023 Nature survey 
revealed that nearly a third of scientists use generative AI for manuscript preparation, with LLMs aiding in tasks such as coding, 
brainstorming, and literature reviews. LLMs help overcome language barriers and allow researchers to create personalised models 
tailored to their fields, automate repetitive tasks, and boost productivity, leading to faster publication readiness and enhancing the 
research journey.

However, LLMs raise significant issues, including biases and exploitation in their training processes and generating errors or inaccurate 
information. This outsourcing of thought  (and, of course, the facilitating of outright cheating by students and scholars) raises concerns 

about overburdening journal editors, peer reviewers, and course administrators alike. The ease of generating papers with LLMs is 
increasing the volume of lower-value research, making it harder to identify impactful studies and threatening the integrity and 
sustainability of scientific publishing.

This debate juxtaposes the optimistic view of LLMs as catalysts for scientific progress with critical perspectives on their potential to 
dilute research quality and integrity.

Date:  Tuesday, 16 July 2024
Time:  14:00 to 16:00

Venue:  ZOOM

RSVP:  Click here to register (After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining 
the meeting)

https://assaf-org-za.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvduqvqTwuHtBcdR2Ea_WO-8tsS6KJrFH_
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